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On February 18, 2004
, the Board president signed an Order to Show Cause upon

the filing of a Verified Complaint by the Attorney General of New Jersey (Hakima Bey
,

Deputy Attorney General
, appearing) against Roy L. Rambo, D.M.D. ('drespondent'' or '.Dr

.

RamboD), seeking, among other things, a temporaly suspension of his Iicense based on

his conduct on August 16, 2002, on which date Dr. Rambo shot and struck his wife causing

her death. Dr. Rambo has been incarcerated since August 16
, 2002.

Dr. Rambo was served with the Order to Show Cause and Verified Complai
nt at the

W arren County Correctional facility as evidenced by the cover Ietter 
accompanying the

papers (P-1 in evidence) and the certified mail, return receipt card (P-2 in evidencel). In

a four page handwritten Ietter dated June 16
, 2004, addressed and mailed to Board

President John Ricciani
, D.M .D., respondent asserted that he was limited in his ability lo

respond to the Attorney General's application based on financial consideralions a
s well as

l The return receipt card was signed by Sergeant Ackerman at the W arren Co
untyCorrectional Facility.



the pendencyof criminal charges. He asked thatthe matter be tabled pending the outcome

of his crim inal trial and that his Iicense not be revoked
. The Board has determined to

accept that Ietter (marked R-1; admitted in evidence without objection) as an answer and

response to the applicationxz Given the seriousness Of the matter and as discussed more

fully below, the Board declines to table this matter pending resolution of th
e criminal

charges.3

The verified complaint, citing to sworn statements made by Dr. Rambo (P-6 and P-7

in evidence), alleges that respondent shot his wife from behind and then struck her with

the barrel of the gun used in the shooting
. In lhose statements he asserted that she had

been harassing and threatening him for a long time and that he couldn't take th
e threats

and harassment any longer. In a two count indictment returned in December 2002
, the

Warren County Grand Jury charged respondent with murder (first degree) and unlawful

possession of a weapon (second degree) (P-9). The Attorney General contends that

respondent's actions provide a basis for relief as they constitute professional mi
sconduct

(N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e)); constitute an offense involving moral turpitude or relating adversely

2 Respondent remains incarcerated pending trial and was not rep
resented bycounsel o

n the return date. W hile the Ietter was not in the form of an affidavit orcedificatio
n, the Board, under the circumstances

, will grant Iatitude in this matter and
accord the material appropriate weight.

renewal period (November 1 , 2003 through
suspended by operation of Iaw . N.J.S.A. 45:1-7. Pursuant to that statute

, respondent,provided he was otherwise qualified for licensure
, could seekto have that suspension liftedb

y paying past delinquent renewal fees and a reinstatement fee and by providing proof ofcompletion of continuing education requirements
. N.J.S.A. 45:1-7.2. For the reasonsdi

scussed in the body of this order
, the Board believes that, notwithstanding the current

suspension byoperation of law , the temporarysuspension of his Iicense pending a plenary
hearing is appropriate.

to practice dentistry for the current biennial
October 31 , 2005). His Iicense has been

Respondent did not renew his license
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purposes of disciplinary action. After a plenary hearing on this matter
, the facts may

support such a finding and the Board, if suppoded by the record, would not hesitate to so

find.

There is no question that Dr. Rambo's actions demonstrate that his judgment is so

flawed as to palpably demonstrate a clear and imminent danger to the public
. W here a

dentist's fundamental judgment is flawed and impulse control is implicated
, no restrictions

on practice are adequate to protect the public
. Therefore the Board orders that

respondent's Iicense be temporarily suspended pending a plenary hearing on the Verified

Complaint now filed or on any amended pleadings
. The Board will transfer this matterto

the Office of Administrative Law as a contested case
.

'X 5-' -- nAv oF AUGusT
, 
2004,ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ON THIS

ORDERED:

1 . The license of Roy L. Rambo, D.M.D., to practice dentistry in the State of New

Jersey is temporarily suspended effective im mediately
. That suspension shall remain in

effect pending the Board's disposition of the plenary proceedings in this matt
er or until

further order of the Board.

2. This matter shall be transferred to the oPice of Administrative Law as a conte
sted

Case.
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.*' John F. Riccianl D .M.D.z ,
President
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Roy L. Rambo, D.M.D.
W arren County Correctional Center
175 County Board
Route 519 South
Belvidere, New Jersey 07823-1950

Hakima Bey, Deputy Attorney General
124 Halsey Street
P.O. Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07101
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